
 

 

Fall 2014 – ANTH 890 

Advanced topics in Biological Anthropology: Health of Indigenous Peoples 

Instructor: Claudia Valeggia 

From the highlands of the Andes to the lowlands of the Amazon basin and the frozen 
circumpolar steppes, from subsistence farmers and herders to hunter-gatherer groups, 
indigenous populations are changing their lifestyle so rapidly, and sometimes so 
profoundly, that it is difficult to follow the pace of the transformation. Indigenous peoples 
always fare far worse than non-indigenous ones in terms of health status. No matter 
where one looks, there are substantial health disparities between indigenous and non-
indigenous populations in the form of mortality and morbidity gaps.  We will go over the 
epidemiological landscape of indigenous populations and discuss causes of death and 
sickness, which vary from population to population. We will then expand on some of the 
possible interactive causes of these disparities, particularly the role that globalization 
and market integration is having in shaping the health situation of indigenous peoples. 
Finally, we will discuss the current surge of Global Health Programs, mainly at 
academic or research institutions in the northern hemisphere and the contribution of 
anthropology to those programs. 
 
This is a seminar course, which will meet on Wednesdays from 9:25 to 11:15 am.  Papers and 
other readings will be posted on the class.v2 site. 

Course requirements: Grading will rest equally on participation in discussions, leading 
discussions (40%), one lecture-like oral presentation (30%) and one written assignment 
(30%). 

The oral presentation will consist of a 20-min ‘lecture’ given to the class on the current 
health status of a particular indigenous population (your choice). The written 
assignment will be determined in class, depending on student interests and 
background. Possible options are a review paper, a mock grant proposal, or a research 
paper with already collected data. 

Schedule of discussions (tentative) 

Week 1: August 27 
• Introduction to the course 
• Overview of the CARE Project 

  
Week 2: September 3 
• What does “indigenous” mean? Colonization, indigeneity, identity issues 
• Overview of indigenous populations of the world 

 
Week 3: September 10 
• Western biomedical vs other health models 



 

 

• Emic vs etic views 
• Ethical issues and challenges 
 
Week 4: September 17 

• Invited speaker:  Amanda vanSteelandt from Arizona State University 
• Current health status: Infectious disease 

 
Week 5: September 25 

• Current health status: Nutritional Health 
• Current health status: Cardiovascular and Metabolic Health Health 

 
Week 6: October 1 

• Invited speaker: Asher Rosinger from Univ. of Georgia 
 
Week 7: October 8 

• Current health status: Mental health  
• Current health status: Sexual and Reproductive 

Week 8: October 15 
• Invited speaker: Amanda Veile from Dartmouth University 
• Current health status: Growth and Development in Indigenous children 

 
Week 9: October 22 – Fall break 
 
Week 10: October 29 

• Current health status: Aging 
• Oral presentations 

 
Week 11: November 5 

• Oral presentations 
 
Week 12: November 12 

• Global Health Initiatives 
• Invited speaker: Dr. Catherine Panter-Brick 

 
Week 13:  November 19 

• Global Health Initiatives (continued) 
• Role/Contribution of Anthropology  

 
Week 14:  December 3 

• Course wrap-up/ written assignment discussion 
 


